
St. Cecilia Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting – December 3, 2015 
 
Attendees: Kevin, Eileen, Fr. Cary, Michelle, Bill, Shirley, Jack, Judy, Mary, Cherie 
 
Absent:  Seona 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35PM 
 
Opening Prayer “Jubilee Year of Mercy” by Fr. Cary 
 
Minutes from the October 29, 2015 PPC meeting approved 
 
St. Cecilia Parish Facilities Questionnaire 
 

o Fr. Cary distributed a draft questionnaire from the Finance Committee that is 
designed to gather feedback from St. Cecilia parishioners regarding capital 
improvements to our parish. Fr. Cary explained that the survey would be 
given out in the February timeframe over two weekends of Masses.  

 
o The PPC had some good inputs on the survey, which were captured by Fr. 

Cary. One of the main points was ensuring that the survey explains which 
items can be done using existing funds and which items will require more 
financial support from the parishioners. Furthermore, it was suggested that 
the question “would you be willing to make a significant financial pledge to 
help? (yes/no)” be re-worded to “How likely would you be willing …… to 
help? (not at all/somewhat/very likely/absolutely).”  Fr. Cary will present 
the PPC’s inputs to the Finance Committee at their next meeting. 
Additionally, Fr. Cary will send the final revision of the survey to the PPC 
before it is released to the church members. 

 
Mass Attendance 
 

o Fr. Cary shared the Mass attendance data, 2010 through 2015, with the PPC. 
In general, overall attendance is slightly up from 2014 (2,173 to 2,371). 
Attendance at the 10:45AM Mass has been declining steadily (415 to 290), 
7:30AM, 9AM, and 12:30PM Masses have been flat, and overall Spanish Mass 
attendance is up to 869 (two Masses).  Fr. Cary said that 450 is a comfortable 
number for a “full” Mass, so there is room for more attendance at all Masses 
except for the 2:30PM Spanish Mass. 

 
Weekly Collection 
 

o Fr. Cary mentioned that the collection amounts for 2015 were about $30K 
higher than 2014 at the same point in the year. He also mentioned that the 
2014 numbers were higher than the 2013 numbers. This is really good news. 
St. Cecilia parishioners have been very committed and consistent with their 



solid support of the parish, including our school which is the biggest 
beneficiary of our mission. Additionally, the school is doing well financially as 
well. 

 
Next Meeting Agenda 
 

o We will be discussing “goals” for St. Cecilia ministries at our next meeting in 
January. Michelle will send out “sample” ministry goals ---- for homework, all 
PPC members are asked to think about and be prepared to discuss what we 
should have as goals for our ministries. Goals should be broken down by 
levels --- for example: 

o Faith Formation --- Numbers enrolled in each of our programs: 
 37 Pre-K (3-4 year olds) 
 117 Elementary RE 
 31 RCIC (ages 7+) 
 136 Spanish RE 
 19 Middle School 
 94 High School 
 15 RCIA 

o Sacrament Preparation --- for St. Cecilia School 8th grade students, it 
has been proposed that catechesis for Confirmation become part of 
the religion curriculum; as 9th graders, these students would then 
engage with non-Catholic school students preparing for Confirmation 
to complete the service and retreat components of the Confirmation 
program.   

o Outreach 
o Other ministries 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:05PM with a closing prayer 
 
 


